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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 02391 240I25Z 
ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-OI EA-09 ISO-00 EB-07 DHA-02 ORM-02 PC-05 
SCA-01 SCS-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SSO-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 /I03 W 

067475 240I34Z/73 

O P 240052Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3438 
INFO AMCONSUL AUCKLAND PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY SUVA PRIORITY 
SEISMO BOULDER PRIORITY 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 2391 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TPHY 

SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY REPORT ON TONGAN EARTHQUAKE 
REE: SUVA 783 (NOTAL) 

1. WELLINGTON SEISMIC OBSERVATORY REPORTS EARTHQUAKE OF LARGE 
MAGNITUDE AND CENTERED BETWEEN KERMADEC AND TONGA ISLANDS 
OCCURRED APPROXIMATELY 1210 HURS. GMT JUNE 22. FORCE ESTIMATED 
BY OBSERVATORY AT 8 ON RICHTER SCALE AND DURATION ABOUT 
THREE MINUTES. (NEW ZEALAND PRESS REPORTS USGS SEISMIC READING 
OF 7.2 RICHTER. 

2. BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS OF WIDESPREAD DAMAGE IN TONGA, 

SUVA CHARGE FLANEGIN HAS FLOWN TODAY TO NUKUALOFA 

FOR ON-THE-SPOT SURVEY AND PLANS RETURN THIS EVENING WITH DAMAGE 
ASSESSMENT. WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT ADVISED. 

3. GNZ MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADVISES RADIO LINK COMMUNICAT- 
IONS HAVE BEEN RE-ESTABLISHED WITH NUKUALOFA AND THAT GNZ HIGH 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS FOLLOWING SITUATION EXISTS TONGA: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 WELLIN 02391 240125Z 


(A) US PEACE CORPS HEADQUARTERS SEVERELY DAMAGED WITH 
OCCUPANTS ADVISED TO WITHDRAW FROM STRUCTURE PENDING 
FULL STRUCTURAL ASSESSMENT (SEE REFTEL); 

(B) NO RPT. NO PEACE CORPS INJURIES, AND 

"BUSINESS AS USUAL ALTHOUGH UNDER REDUCED CIRCUMSTANCES;" 
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(C) NO DEATH REPORTED: TWO SERIOUS INJURIES REPORTED 
ON MAIN ISLAND; 

(C) EXTENSIVE STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS ON MAIN 
ISLAND INCLUDING TWO MAIN WHARVES, CHURCH BELL TOWERS, 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICES AND HOSPITAL; 

(E) REPORTS FROM OUTER ISLANDS AWAITED, INCLUDING ISLAND 

OF EUA WHERE WORST DAMAGE BELIEVED TO HAVE OCCURRED ALTHOUGH 

NO INJURIES OR DEATHS REPORTED THERE EITHER. 

SELDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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